LESSON PLAN
Michael Thom and John Walker
MusEd 351 Section 001
March 24, 2006
Listening Project: The Crocodile, as well as other incidental songs, as a means to teaching the fermata.
Grade Level: 2nd grade
Length of Lesson: about 35 minutes (or as long as we have in the period)
Lesson Statement: The purpose of this lesson is to teach the students about the fermata.  Also, we will be teaching the students The Crocodile and the manipulating it with fermatas.
Materials: Poster boards which we have prepped with the lyrics for the songs we will be using, fermata symbols which we also have printed for using on our poster boards, and sticky tack stuff to affix fermatas to poster boards, textbooks (pages 126-127).
Objectives: The students will show their understanding of the fermata as well as be able to sing The Crocodile, taking advantage of their new knowledge of the fermata to make the song a little more interesting.
National Standards used:

1.
Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5.
Reading and notating music.

INTASC Principles:
1.
Knowledge of Content
2.
Development

4.
Instructional Strategies

6.
Communication

7.
Planning for Instruction

8.
Assessment

9.
Professional Development and Reflection

Procedure:

1. John will begin by taking the students through a fun activity – the game Red Light, Green Light.
2. He will follow this game by an explanation of the fermata and will describe how the game demonstrated a sort of fermata.  This explanation will include fermatas used with spoken words, which will be on a poster.

3. Michael will then take the students through a vocal warm-up, consisting of solfege sung to Curwen hand signs.

4. Next, he will have the students sing Mary Had a Little Lamb, adding fermatas to the poster board.

5. Then, Michael will explain a situation where the students probably already sing fermatas but don’t even know it – Happy Birthday.  This one will *not* use a poster board.

6. John will then have the students get textbooks, by row.  The students will turn to pages 126 and 127 and he will teach them The Crocodile.  Michael will assist, at least by singing along and listening to the students.

7. John will then use the poster for this song and add fermatas, with Michael leading the singing while John leads the fermatas (Michael sings then as if part of the class).

8. Michael leads the students through a “final performance,” with a new setting for the fermatas.

Evaluation of Students:

We will use several forms of informal evaluation.  These will include listening to the students and making adjustments and corrections as we go.
